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Leadership Message
Dear Friend,

For HMS students, success typically comes in tiny steps. But
children often accomplish more than their families could have
imagined. Every day our students—with multiple disabilities
and complex medical conditions—strive to communicate,
move from place to place and control their environment. Our
expert staff builds on each student’s strengths, helping every
child to grow, to learn and to achieve.

Assistive Technology—state-of-the-art equipment and
adaptations of everyday items—is essential in helping each
student to experience the world. HMS’s large inventory of
specialized and adapted equipment is a big plus. It is through
our staff’s extensive knowledge, creativity and determina-
tion that this equipment truly empowers our students. Staff
members work tirelessly to devise ways for each youngster to
access equipment best suited to their individual needs and to
master life-changing skills.

Because Assistive Technology (AT) is so important at
HMS, this annual report focuses on ways in which AT expands
students’ experiences. One student controls his power wheel-
chair by moving his head to activate a switch. Another presses a
BigMack switch to start a computer program. Still another uses
her finger to make selections on her communication device.

As you review this report, notice how HMS students use
both sophisticated electronics and modified, simple tools to
communicate and learn, move around, make music and art and
enjoy recreational activities.

Watching our students move through their busy days, full
of activity and small but significant successes, we are grateful
to our many supporters who help to make these achievements
possible. Thank you for your friendship and interest in HMS
School.

L sty 7D

Anne P. Wilmekding Diane L~ Gallagher, Ph.D.
President, Board of Trustees Executive Director



Assistive
Technology:
Opening up the
world

Assistive Technology
(AT) incorporates any
object or service that
helps a child to access
and interact with his
environment, from low-
tech modifications of
off-the-shelf items to
sophisticated electronics
like computers and
communication devices.
At HMS, training in the use of AT equipment is part of each
student’s daily program. Our full-time assistive technologist
works with colleagues across the disciplines to maximize
AT’s impact. This report highlights several forms of AT that
are particularly important for HMS students.

Video Conferencing: Shall we Skype?

Students in HMS’s 5-day or 7-day residential program love
to call home. With video-conferencing technology, they call
via computer and see their family members as well as hear
their conversation—exciting for all parties! Visual cues help
students to pick up the conversation’s meaning, and the tech-
nology gives them greater independence in communicating.
Parents are reassured to see their youngster in HMS’s home-
away-from-home environment.
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Communication Devices: Let’s talk

HMS’s speech/language therapists are determined to give each
student a voice. As augmentative communication specialists,
they are expert in assessing a student’s needs, selecting the
ideal combination of equipment and software and training

the student in their use. Therapists custom-build the device’s
vocabulary and page design for maximum efficiency, giving
students the greatest possible result for their effort.
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Power Mobility: License to drive

Moving oneself through space is a compelling experience and
a significant avenue to independence for students who learn
to drive. Even for youngsters who won’t become indepen-
dent drivers, power mobility is an exciting motivator toward
acquiring other skills. The power wheelchair is an example of
AT. Helping a student access and drive the chair adds another
AT layer. And if the student accesses her communication
device through her power chair, the AT is even more complex.



Computer Access: Are you online?

HMS students do a lot of learning and creating through
computers, so finding ways for them to access this tech-
nology is essential. In today’s Internet-driven world, we’re
also connecting the child to an important part of our culture.
Depending on his abilities, the student may use a joystick,

a single switch, an adapted keyboard or switches on a head
array. More sophisticated technology involves scanning,
mouse emulation or eye gaze.

Environmental
Controls: Change
the channel!

HMS strives to give
students the greatest
possible control over
their environment now
and in preparation for
life post-21. Whether
it’s turning on the TV
and choosing a favorite
channel, operating a
blender or a micro-
wave or turning on

the lights, we find a
way for the student to
access the controls and
operate the equipment.




Low-Tech AT: It works!

While less dramatic than state-of-the-art electronics, low-
tech adaptations of everyday objects and equipment enable
students to access a broad range of educational and leisure
activities. HMS maintains a large collection of off-the-shelf
toys, art and music materials and learning devices that we
modify for students. We also utilize a range of techniques
that make everyday items and activities more accessible,
thus empowering students to independently participate in
classroom, recreational and daily-life activities.



HMS School Serves Students from
Philadelphia and Beyond

HMS School’s specialized resources for children with cerebral
palsy have been recognized by families and school districts
from a wide geographic area. In 2008-2009 students came

to HMS from the following communities in Pennsylvania,
California, New Jersey, New York, and West Virginia.

Aston Lansdale
Bensalem Maple Glen
Bethlehem Merion

Blue Bell Morton

Bristol Nuremberg

Bryn Mawr Palmyra
Cheltenham Philadelphia
Churchville Plymouth Meeting
Collingdale Pottstown
Conshohocken Roslyn
Curwensville Rydal
Downingtown Secane

East Greenville Upper Darby
Elkins Park Wallingford

Fort Washington Wayne

Glen Mills Mountain Ranch, CA
Harleysville Mauricetown, NJ
Hatboro Westampton, NJ
Havertown Brooklyn, NY
Hazleton Summersville, WV

King of Prussia
Langhorne
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Internships

HMS is committed to preparing the next generation of prac-
titioners in special education and the therapeutic disciplines.
Every year staff members accept the responsibilities of super-
vising interns for clinical experience with HMS students. We
were pleased to work with 39 students from the following
colleges and universities in 2008-2009:

Chestnut Hill College
Special Education - 2

Community College of Philadelphia
Special Education - 1

Drexel University, Hahnemann
Dance/Movement Therapy - 4

Earlham College, Philadelphia Center
Therapeutic Recreation - 1

Pennsylvania State University
Speech/Language Therapy - 1

St. Joseph’s University
Special Education - 13

Temple University
Music Therapy - 2
Therapeutic Recreation - 3
Speech/Language Therapy - 1

Thomas Jefferson University
Occupational Therapy - 4

University of Mary
Occupational Therapy - 1

University of the Sciences in Philadelphia
Occupational Therapy - 3
Physical Therapy - 1

Widener University
Physical Therapy - 2



Thank You Volunteers!

Volunteers are a welcome addition to the HMS family. This
year numerous individuals gave their time and talents to

HMS. Whether reading to our students, playing board games,
assisting with the dance or drama programs, helping at perfor-
mances, making wreaths or tie-dying tee shirts, judging our
annual Art Show, hosting a holiday party, helping with the
Book Fair, creating costumes, or organizing and running fund-
raising events, volunteers enrich all areas of school life. We
would like to thank the many staff who volunteer their time to
help with special events and activities and offer our thanks to

the volunteers listed below for their commitment to HMS:

Betty Blickley Morris Lowitz-Coia

Nicole Bouldin Chloe Mekine

Michael Carll Ivo Millic

Michelle Carll Jenna Paul-Schultz

Sue Chatterjee Addie Psila

Katelyn Citrino Mary Reddy

Ashley Cleaver Janie Sherwood

Jake Diamond Sister Alice Daley, LH.M

Kelly Diamond Jessica Shook

Nunzio & AnnMarie Dave Stanley
DiLaurio Jim Sweeney

Mickey Dorff Chris Taylor

Julia Dorff Jill Weingarten

Anna Duncan Krissa Wenk

Rachel Feinberg

Vince Gallo & Family
Matthew Goldstein
Russell Goldstein

Jill Kecskemethy
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Revenue and Expenditures
In 2008-2009 HMS School for Children with Cerebral Palsy
had an operating budget of approximately $7.7 million and, as

in past years, had a balanced budget.

An audited financial statement is available on request.

Revenue
A 80% Tuition & Fees
,‘ 6% Government Grants
€ 12% Voluntary Support
\-w 2% Other Income

Expenses

65% Education & Therapies

8% Health Services

A 5% Food Services

V 10% Residential Services

o 12% Administration



We Recognize Our Contributors

We are most grateful to these individuals and organizations whose gifts
have enabled us to enrich our programs and activities, expand and
renovate our facilities and build for the future.

$10,000 and above

The 25th Century Foundation

The Crestlea Foundation

Sarah Gardner Charity Trust

Mrs. Henry Harris

The Susan L. Lloyd
Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Morse

Estate of Howard H. Roberts

Gail Seygal & David St. Clair

The William A. & Eugenie
H. Sullivan Fund of The
Philadelphia Foundation

$1,000 to $9,999

Aetna Foundation, Inc.

Anonymous

The ASCAP Foundation,
Irving Caesar Fund

Steven Bachrach, MD

Mr. & Mrs. Ammon Baus

Mrs. Charles Borda

Mr. Bernard Brewstein

Mr. & Mrs. James Buck, III

Cynthia & Morris Cheston

Mr. & Mrs. Clair Clemens

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Clemens

Mrs. Benjamin Coates

Jim & Dotti Cobb

Drueding Foundation

Helen DuBois

Emerson Electric Co.

Falconhead Foundation

Estate of Henry G. Freeman

Ms. BJ Ganter

Mr. & Mrs. James Gowen, II

Mr. & Mrs. Temple Grassi

Mr. & Mrs. Archie Gwathmey

Brita Gwinn

Hamilton Family Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Shepard Harris

Mrs. Nancy Harris

Hooper Shiles Architects, Ltd.

Ms. Deanna Hynansky

Lattner Family Foundation, Inc.

Merck Partnership for Giving

The Leo Model Foundation

Mrs. Lawrence MacElree

Mrs. Louis Madeira

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Marshall

The McCausland Foundation

Suzy & Henry O'Reilly

Mr. & Mrs. Tobey Oxholm

The Philadelphia
Charity Ball, Inc.

The Quaker Chemical
Foundation

The George W. Rentschler
Foundation

Estate of Joseph G.
Rittenhouse, Jr.

Patricia & Michael Scully

Mrs. Robert Sherwin

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Stein

Diane P. Talarek

Mirs. Joseph Tilghman

The Victory Foundation

The Western Association of
Ladies for the Relief and
Employment of the Poor

L. David Wise

Mr. & Mrs. Charles
Wilmerding

Dr. & Mrs. Dennis Wood, Jr.

$100 to $999

Arlene Abbott
Air Products



Mr. & Mrs. J. Rein Alderfer

Mrs. Lawrence Alexandre

Mr. William Allen

Ms. April Ames

Don & Wendy Andree

Anonymous - 2

Mr. & Mrs. John Armstrong, III

David Auerbach, Esq.

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Axberg, III

The Barrett Family

Mr. & Mrs. Mercer Barrows

Mrs. George deB. Bell

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Bonelli

Frances D. Borie

Mr. & Mrs. George
Bostwick, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. John Bracaglia

Paul & Natalie Bracaglia

Rebecca Bradbeer

Marilyn Brennan

Ilene Brent & Melea Wise

Mr. & Mrs. John Brent

Donald & Patricia Brett

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bryan

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Bur, 111

Ms. Carren Bynon

Ms. Robin Carter

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Cascio

Mr. & Mrs. John Clay, Jr.
Ms. Emily Clemens
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Clemens
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Clemens
Ms. Christina Coia
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Collings, Jr.
Edward & Patricia Costa
Mr. & Mrs. John Cronce
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Cullen
Mrs. Donald Danforth, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Denious
Mr. & Mrs. H. Dolan, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Donaghy, Jr.
Cynthia Drayton
DRC Communications
Benjamin Eshleman, III
Mr. & Mrs. Walter E. Farnam
Ms. Chelsea Fetty
Ms. Maureen Feuston
Mr. Lawrence Filtz
Faith W. Fina
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fisher, 111
Mr. David Fomunyan
Joseph French, Ed.D.
Diane Gallagher, Ph.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gallo
General Mills Box Tops

for Education



Germantown Friends School

Mrs. Edward Goodman

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Gordon

Stu & Sally Greenberg

Mrs. W. Perry Gresh

Joan Grossberg

Mr. & Mrs. William Hackett

Mr. Arthur Hailand, Jr.

Katherine S. Hamblett

Mr. & Mrs. S. Matthews
Hamilton, Jr.

Mrs. Samuel M. V. Hamilton

The Haverford Trust
Company

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Hill

Mr. & Mrs. Walter
Hlyniansky

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth
Hochstetler

The Laura J. Hornberger
Fund of The Philadelphia
Foundation

Nataline D. Horwitz

Morton Howard, III

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Ingersoll

Ms. Earlene Inman

Jefferson University SOTA
Mr. Richard H. Jenks

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Jenson
Mr. Anthony Jiorle

Frank Nils Jorgensen
Stephen D. Kaye

Mr. Martin Krimsky

G. Clayton Kyle, M.D.
Sallie & Phillip LaMorgia
Mrs. Carolyn Langfitt

Mr. & Mrs. Marcus Layton
Linda I. Lemmon

Joanna McNeil Lewis

Mrs. Paul Lile

Mr. & Mrs. James Lineberger
Mr. Albert Maahs

Mr. Crawford Madeira

Dr. Elizabeth Mathew

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Mayo
Mr. & Mrs. Robert McAdoo
The McGovern Family

Mrs. Donald McLean
Kathleen McNicholas, M.D.
Freeman & Lois Miller

Tom & Debbie Miller

Mr. & Mrs. E Stanton Moyer



Mr. & Mrs. Frank Nelms

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Olinick

Mr. Thomas Orritt

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen
Pendergast

Planned Parenthood
Southeastern Pennsylvania

Prudential Fox & Roach,
Realtors

Mr. & Mrs. John Reininger

Mrs. Anna Roberts

Mrs. Jeanette Roman

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Royce

Mrs. Carol Rush

Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Saunders, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Scott

Mrs. Gay Scott

The Seeligson Family

Sophy Curson, Inc

Mrs. Alan Sorensen

Antoinette Starr

Lenore & Roy Stern

Summit Presbyterian Church

Barbara B. Supplee

Mr. & Mrs. George Tanner

Mr. John Tieken, Jr.

Mrs. Joseph Tilghman

Polly Toland

Mr. Remy Trafelet

Mrs. Charles Tyson

Vision Properties, LLC

Mr. Frederick Von Stade

Mr. Alvin Wadler

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Ward

Mr. & Mrs. William Warden, IV

Amy, Alex, Anita, Ariel, &
Jordana Warmflash

Mr. & Mrs. Elkins Wetherill

Mr. & Mrs. W. Grant
Williams, II

Mr. & Mrs. David R.
Wilmerding, Jr.

Mrs. Charlton Yarnall

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Zelle

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Ziebel
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Up to $99

Anthony Ambrosini
Anonymous
Ms. Pamela Arms
John & Beth Bailey
Ms. Nancy Belber
Ms. Alane Benson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bergey
Mr. & Mrs. J. Russell Bishop
Mr. & Mrs. Van Lear Black
Ms. Helen Boles
Mr. Thomas Bracaglia
& Family
Ms. Wendy Bracaglia
Mrs. Nancy Brent
Satya Butler
Ms. Frances Byers
Ms. Susan Cadena
Patrick & Johanna Cairo
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Catando
Ms. Laura Christie
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie H. Davis
Ms. Rose Ann DeAngelis
Mr. & Mrs. Michael
DelVacchio
Sandra S. Deon
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas
E. Derstine
Mr. Christian Dieker
Mrs. Mary C. Disston
Mr. & Mrs. David Dixon
Ms. Barbara Evans
Mr. Thomas Evans, Jr.
Ms. Rebecca Gabriel
Ms. Barbara Garttmeier
Ms. Theresa Gawlinski
Mr. & Mrs. Firman Gingerich
Mr. Steven Goodwin
Edith G. Grassi
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Greenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Grula
Colin & Mary Hannings
Patricia M. Ward Hartley
Josephine Hayden



Joyce, John, Jake & Jesse
Hennings

Ms. Mary Beth Henry

Mr. & Mrs. Steven
Hunsberger

Mr. & Mrs. William Kitchel, III

Ms. Gladys Kulp

Mr. & Mrs. John Kulp

Ms. Margaret Latch

Sandy & Gary Lentz

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Leshin

Mr. & Mrs. Richard K.
Linberger

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Longacre

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Lupcho

Angelica Maez-Edgington

Paul & Bernadette Martorello

Mr. & Mrs. John McDougall, Jr.

Maureen Miller & Family

Mr. & Mrs. 1. Wistar Morris

Mr. Albert O’Brien

Mr. Mitesh Patel

Keith & Deborah Powers

Andrew Rau & Courtney
Brinkerhoff-Rau

Marie Robinson

Mary Downing Robinson

Marilyn Sanborne & Richard
Labowskie

Julia Scheuren

Adeline R. Schultz

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Skoien

Kaighn Smith, M.D. & Rev.
Ann Robb Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Stang

Edwin T. & Gail M. R. Sugita

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Swan

Jim Sweeney & Eduardo
Henriques

Ms. Jean Thompson

Mr. & Mrs. Edmund
Trethewey

Mrs. Frederick Van Lennep

Ms. Victoria Viglione

Grady Wise & Laura Christie

Carol Beth & Bill Wittschen

Mr. David Wolf

Suzanne Shippen
Zimmermann



Donor listings reflect contributions
of $25 or more and all pledges

to the Meeting New Challenges
Capital Campaign received
between July 1, 2008 and June
30, 2009. We regret any errots or
omissions.

Gifts-in-Kind

We are grateful for gifts-in-kind
such as equipment, office furniture,
books, DVDs, services and tickets
to events. Our thanks to the donors
listed below who have entiched our
programs and enhanced the lives
of our students and staff.

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Aiello

Mr. Robert Behr

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bracaglia

Mr. Kevin Brooks

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Connelly

Mrs. Barbara deAmigo

Ms. Rose Ann DeAngelis

Mr. & Mrs. Michael
DelVacchio

Ms. Michelle D’Ercole

Cynthia Drayton

First Financial Group

Greenwood Studio

Mrs. Nancy Harris

Mr. & Mrs. William Herron

Interphase Medical Equipment

Heidi Kecskemethy, R.D., C.S.

Ms. Henrietta Petroff

PNC Bank

Mr. James Polson

Ms. Verna Prentice

Mr. & Mrs. Lance Reigler

Mrs. Kathleen Ross

Samuel T. Freeman & Co.

Dr. Stephen Treat

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Wheaton

Ms. Joyce Woodley

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Wyatt
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Gifts in Honor of People
and Events

HMS School is deeply honored
to receive gifts in honor of specific
individuals and special occasions.
They serve to remind us of the
importance of HMS in the lives
of friends and families. In 2008-
2009 we received gifts in honor
of the following individuals and

occasions:

John Bailey

Becky Bradbeer

Bernard Brewstein’s 90th
Birthday

The Bur Family

Luke Bynon

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Carey

Class of 2009

Natalie Clemens’s Graduation

Kyle DelLeon

Peter Deon

Phyllis Dupuis

Taylor Fina’s Continued
Recovery

Diane Gallagher

Sean Hanlon’s 11th Birthday

Nancy Harris

HMS Faculty and Staff

Patrick McGovern

Carolyn Miller

Emma Muirne Smith

Something Magical Project

Christopher Stein

Carla Talarek

Juliet Vadas

Jordana Warmflash

Anne Wilmerding

Melea Wise’s Graduation



Gifts in Memoriam

Gifts to honor the memory of a
friend or family member have

a very special meaning. They
provide a significant memorial
to the individual and continued
support for HVIS School. We
are grateful for the gifts received
in memory of the following
individuals:

Manuel Album, DDS
Regina Arentzen
Eric Axberg

Nicholas Bracaglia
Elsie B. Craft
Lorraine Davis

Jami Fiel

Demeetris Fife

Lucille V. Jenks

Solveig Jelmert Jorgensen
Peter LaMorgia

Minnie P. McCulloh
Don Meeks

Richard Mullen

Lorine Vogt
Carol Weaver-Silva
Lily Winkel



HMS School for Children with Cerebral Palsy
Celebrating 126 years of excellence

HMS School, located in the University City neighbor-
hood of Philadelphia, specializes in working with children
and young adults through age 21 who have severe, multiple
disabilities resulting from cerebral palsy. As experts in the
field, HMS provides specialized education and therapy
programs for day and resident students that maximize
the possible and empower achievement. In HMS’s loving,
respectful environment every child flourishes.

Founded in 1882 as Home of the Merciful Saviour for
Crippled Children, it was the first institution of its kind in
the nation. In its early decades, HMS cared for children with
all types of physically disabling conditions, such as tuber-
culosis of the bone, which are rare today. From the 1920’s
through the late 1950’s, HMS primarily helped children
through the convalescent stage of polio until the Salk vaccine
virtually eliminated this crisis. Since 1958 HMS has focused
on the needs of children with cerebral palsy.

Over the decades, even as HMS has evolved and
responded to children’s changing health, educational and
social challenges, its mission remains very much the same
as in 1882: to provide the special education, individual-
ized therapy and loving attention that empowers children
and young adults with physical disabilities to reach their
maximum potential.

Originally an Episcopal charitable agency, HMS today
is not affiliated with any religious organization, receives no
church funds, and is nonsectarian. The Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania subsidizes a substantial portion of the educa-
tional costs of children who are Pennsylvania residents and
are approved for enrollment by their local school districts and
the state.

HMS is licensed both as an approved private school and
a private academic school by the Department of Education,
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. It is nonsectarian, admit-
ting children from any locality without regard to race, reli-
gion, gender, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status or
country of national origin.
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